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2015 OFFICERS 
President:            Linden Griffee        (505) 286-4148     e-mail: griffeekats@aol.com  
Past President:  Pat James      (505) 710-3033     e-mail:  tpjcaj@hotmail.com  
Vice Presidents:  Lyle Anderson      (505) 286-4148 e-mail:  andacco@aol.com 
   Jerry Harrison       (505) 865-6498     e-mail:  jroots@aol.com 
Secretary:  Delberta Nemitz       (505) 865-6498       e-mail: delbertanemitz@q.com 
Treasurer:  Dan Pyzel       (505) 883-0291      e-mail: bndpyzel@yahoo.com 
Directors:    Deane Arnold (2016-17)     (505) 898-7992      e-mail: scubaarnolds@gmail.com 
   Charlie Valerio (2016)     (505) 844-5400 e-mail: cjvalerio@aol.com 
   Jim Butterbaugh (2016)     (505) 281-7013 e-mail: cjbc505@q.com 
 

2015 APPOINTED OFFICERS 
Newsletter Editors:           Al Stanley; Richard McAvoy; Pat James 
Car Council Rep:              Dan Pyzel             
Finance - Ads:   Bill Capels   Historian:     Melba Anderson   
Hospitality:     Juanita Rohde   Librarian:                 Ralph Workman   
State Fair Coord:    John McDowell   Tool Chest:    Charlie Valerio  
Web Master     Mike Knazovich  Raffle Coord:  Charles & Charlette Ryff 
MAFCA Chapter Rep:     Al Stanley   

Newsletter: This Newsletter is the official publication of the Poco Quatros Chapter #10328 of the Model A Ford Club of Ameri-
ca (MAFCA). Our  web site is at http://www.pocoquatros.org.  Club address is P.O. Box 21058, Albuquerque, NM 87154-1058.  
This newsletter is published monthly. Permission is given to reprint any portion of this newsletter if acknowledgment is given. Classi-
fied ads are free to Club members. A business card size ad is available annually for $40.00. 
 

Membership: Club dues are $20.00 per  year , payable by the fir st of the year . Membership in the National Club (MAFCA) is 
encouraged. Address: MAFCA, 250 South Cypress Street, La Habra, CA  90631-5586. Phone: 1-562-697-2712. Visit MAFCA online 
at http://www.mafca.com. 
 

Monthly Meetings: The general membership meeting is held the third Fr iday of each month except December , at Heights Cum-
berland Presbyterian Church, 8600 Academy Rd. NE, Albuquerque at 7:00 PM. All club members are always welcome at Club Board 
meetings held at 6:00 pm. 
 

Any articles or wants ads must be submitted by the 25th of each month in order  to be pr inted in the following month ’s newslet-
ter.  Send your request to Al Stanley at stanleyal@aol.com or Richard McAvoy at prplfish@aol.com.    
 

The Poco Quatros does not assume responsibility for  er rors in the copy or  infor mation or  for  claims ar ising therefrom.  The 

Poco Quatros or its staff does not assume any liability or responsibility for products or services listed herein or resultant transactions.  

CLASSIFIED ADS!    For Sale:   
 

 

Poco Quatros hats and shirts are available.  Contact Dan Pyzel at 605-883-0291 for 
cost and sizes. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Wanted:  Used radiator cap for 1930-31 Model A.  Doesn’t need to be perfect.   
     Contact James Chaves 505-507-7022 
 
For sale:  Model B camshaft.  Intake total lift (.312) Exhaust total lift (.318).  $100.   
      Contact Tom Miles 505-822-0620 
 
For Sale:  1929 Model A driveline parts including radiator, transmission, rearend. and 
                  complete engine.  Call Randy at 505-331-2098 or email to  
        ranglejc@gmail.com.   
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Poco Quatros Model A Ford Club - MAFCA Chapter # 10328   
 

   CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER VOL 54.   No. 1 
 

Hello to all.  Poco Quatros is an outstanding Model A car club that we can all be proud to be a 
member of.  I am honored to serve as the 2016 President.  I would like to thank Pat James for 
serving as the 2015 President.  He will be a hard act to follow!  His hard work strengthened our 
club to position us to do even more this year. 
 

For 2016, the board will come up with exciting tours and seminars.  The National Convention In 
Loveland Co. is a don’t miss event.  Several club members have already reserved their hotel 
rooms.  Melba has agreed to resurrect the Christmas Luminaria Tour through the Country Club 
area.  The club had this event for several years.  I would like to have a club member host hot 
chocolate and cookies at their home after the luminarias. [let Melba know]  There could be a 
tour [2 nights] to Ruidoso, NM in May to see an underground antique car collection.  John Doug-
las is working on this event and requests a local co-chairman.  Let me know if you have an inter-
est.  I personally would like a tour to see the play TEXAS in the Palo Duro Canyon which is out-
side Amarillo TX. [ 2 nights] 
 

The installation banquet and silent auction was a great success.  My plans are to keep the after-
noon time frame this year. 
 

Hopefully, there will be events for everyone to ENJOY and have FUN with this year. 
 

Your ideas and concerns are always appreciated! 
 

Linden 

    

Poco Quatros Model A Ford Club 
Installation Banquet,  December 12, 2015 

Our Installation Banquet was held at the MCM Elegante Hotel on Menual Blvd. in the early after-
noon.  I think that everyone was pleased with the new time for this event.   

Music was provided by Vic Padilla, his daughter, Sissy & granddaughter, Autumn. 

There were approximately 70 members and guests in attendance at this luncheon.  This was the 
last event for our club for year 2015.  Maxine Workman was in attendance and we acknowl-
edged her birthday.  Our outgoing President, Pat James, thanked everyone who helped the club 
be such a success for 2015.   

The silent auction that was held was very successful.  There were 34 items in the auction.  The 
Treasurer will report on proceeds collected at the January meeting.   

Commemorative pins were given out by Linden Griffee and Dick Nemitz for the three top mile-
age winners:  They were Jerry Long, 6,044 miles; Vic Padilla, 5,998 miles and T. J. Anderson 
5,410 miles. 

Pins were also given out to members who participated in club events throughout the year.  The 
winners were Pat James with 64 points, Jerry Long with 60 points and T. J. Anderson with 58 
points.   

Pat put together a 27 minute video of 2015 events that took place.  A CD was made available for 
club members. 

At the banquet we have a grand raffle.  $75 was given to the man whose name was drawn, like-
wise $75 was given to the woman whose name was drawn, and lastly, $150 was given to the 
person whose name was drawn as the grand prize winner.  The winning man was Dick Nemitz, 
the winning woman was Darlene Tuschhoff and the grand winner was Larry Dyer. 

A pen desk set was presented to Pat James as a thank you for his year as President of our club.   
 

Submitted by Delberta Nemitz, Secretary 



Upcoming Events 
 

For more information look elsewhere in the newsletter  

Month Date Day Event Time Location 

Jan 2 
2 
19 

Sat 
Sat 
Fri 

Breakfast  
Joint Board Mtg 
General Meeting 

8:00 am 
 
7:00 pm 

Furrs, 6111 San Mateo NE, ABQ 
           (After breakfast) 
HCPC 8600 Academy NE, Abq 

Feb 6 
19 
19 

Sat 
Fri 
Fri 

Breakfast  
Board Mtg 
General Mtg 

8:00 am 
6:00 pm 
7:00 pm 

Milton’s,  3351 Candelaria Rd NE.  
HCPC 8600 Academy NE, Abq 
HCPC 8600 Academy NE, Abq 

Mar 5 
18 
18 

Sat 
Fri 
Fri 

Breakfast  
Board Mtg 
General Mtg 

8:00 am 
6:00 pm 
7:00 pm 

Owl Café ,  800 Eubank Blvd. NE 
 HCPC 8600 Academy NE, Abq 
HCPC 8600 Academy NE, Abq 

  Happy Anniversary!  
 

1/6      Tom & Cathy Miles 
1/17    Deane & Selma Arnold 
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“ I have drove fords exclusively when I could get away with 
one It has got every other car skinned, and even if my busi-
ness hasn't been strictly legal it don't  hurt anything to tell 
you what a fine car you got in the V-8”  

4 

Meeting Refreshments: 
 

January:  Linden & Katie 
Griffee and Pat & Cindy 
James. 
 
February:  (Your chance to 
sign up) 

 
 

 
 1/2 John  Leydon 
 1/7 Jerry Harrison 
 1/8 Jan Massey 
 1/9 Pat James 
 1/13 Michelle Cassell 
 1/14 Evonna Joiner 
 1/28 John Douglass 
 1/30 Barbara Dyer 

Clyde Barrow (of Bonnie and Clyde ) in 1934.  

  

Trivia… 
 

Ford, who made the 
first pick-up trucks, 
shipped them to dealers 
in crates that the new 
owners had to assem-
ble using the crates as 
the beds of the trucks. 

PLEASE PAY YOUR  2016 DUES!  Thanks!  
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What was the first official White House car? 
 

 

Who opened the first drive-in gas station?    

Gulf opened up the first station in Pittsburgh in 
1913. 

A 1909 White Steamer, ordered by President Taft.  
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“Papa Buys A Car” 
 

Editor's note:  The following was provided to me by Barbara Johnson, compiled from letters written by family 
members dating up to 1940.  These letters were from Barbara’s Great Grandfather, transcribed retaining the 
original style and punctuation, as he plans to buy his first car.  Barbara Johnson has granted permission for  
publishing the story in our “Distributor” Newsletter. 
 

 December 14th 1936 
Ah!  Well   do I remember my first Automobile,  bought,in June 1917  , rather in self-defense because  

my neighbors  and relatives were buying"cars".  The pressure,of  the dust raised by the neighbor’s Automobile 
and the pitying glance of the relatives as they “Speeded "by us (at the astonishing rate of 15 miles per hour!) as 
we were jogging along,with our family nag hitched  to our Thirty five Dollar  mail order Buggy, became too great  
to bear, and we became  "Car Minded". 

We  read the crude xxx  advertisements of would be automobile salesmen, and with more interest did 
we read the glowing accounts, furnished to the local newspaper, by  some of our personal] xxx acquaintances , 
that they had actually made  a non-stop run  to a neighboring town fully twelve miles away, and  furthermore  
they  had almost repeated the feat  by making the return the same way, except  that they had to stop once to 
clean the “Spark Plugs”.  And, Mirabile  dictu , the whole  run was made in less than two hours! 

 While,of course, we knew  our friends were boasting  when  we heard them talking about their 
cars, for we had heard them talk about their  horses, and  how  fast their dogs could run, and we did not believe 
a word they said, but in some way  it registered anyway  and we began to want a car  ;  The family talked about 
it  at mealtimes,  and I dreamed about it at night . 

Auto Finance Corporations were still  a long way in the offing, but fortunately , I might better have 
said unfortunately for myself and many of my friends,  the local bank was still making  loans at that time without 
demanding a financial statement form the borrower; it is true they  would not  lend the money  to buy a car if  
they knew it was for that porpose, but the  banker was more that willing ^to loan money to pay  an over due gro-
cery bill, for he was reasonably certain  that the grocer would  at once  apply the amount received  upon an over 
due obligation   at the bank, and thus  by one  philanthropic act he could help  his friend,the grocer and  his own 
bank  as well.  Therefore because I owed the grocer  and for no less a reason that no  financial statement was 
required  ,   by signing a note  for  Five hundred dollars   I acquired a checking account a the bank for the pro-
ceeds of the note, after interest was taken out in advance;  It being tacitly understood  that t the checks therefor 
be  given to  my  grocer , But in the words of  the immortal Bobby Burns “The best laid plans of mice and men 
gang aft aglee”. 

With the best of intentions   I proceeded toward the grocery, unfortunately for  the grocer  and myself 
as it afterwards turned out, I met an automobile salesman who informed me that he could sell  me the best  au-
tomobile that   had so far  been produced, “Fully  equipped, Electric Lights, Horn (Siren) and Starter;  There will 
never be  a better car,or one with more conveniences  on the market, in fact  it is the acme of  perfection.” 

I was interested, but not fully convinced, was it  not  an  implied agreement between myself and the 
banker that  I pay  the grocer out of the proceeds of the loan?  I consulted a lawyer friend  of mine(  who was on 
retainer for the OTHER BANK )   and he assured  me that  there was  no law in the   State of Kansas  that,under 
the circumstances, would prevent  a person from changing his mind    about   the proper time to pay his grocer.  
That custom long established  and  generally practiced  became the law, as supported by decisions of our Su-
preme Court, by these decisions  the payment  of   Groceries, medicines and Doctor’s/services xxxxx became 
minor obligations, that the only FIRST CLASS BILLS  that he knew were FUNERAL BILLS  , since I had,  as yet, 
no funeral bills to pay, and my family wanted a car, it    was my duty  as  a good father, and a kind and loving 
husband to buy a car. for as my lawyer friend   added “to quote SHAKESPEARE (!) “he  who provideth not for 
his own family is worse that an infidel’ “.  That settled  the matter WE WILL BUY A CAR. 

We had decided to buy a car , but there were still some  complications to ironed/out, We had  the de-
sire to buy, we had the money, borrowed of course,  We also had the old family horse   that was as dear to us  
as xxxxxx a member of our family, the children had a pony, that for some time I had been try to rid of without 
making a scene, and   we were told “It costs money to run an automobile”; We know it cost money to feed hors-
es, we were wise  enough to know that if we expected to eat and to run the car we must dispose of the horses , 
by appealing to their the children’s desire  to own a car and  by allowing them to invest the proceeds of the   po-
ny in the new car and thereby becoming “part owners” of the car, the pony matter was settled,  Now came the 
harder part, the  Family  Horse, poor old “Ted”,  I nearly weep , after these twenty years, as I write this,”What 
SHALL we do with Ted.”  Luckily a kind neighbor  heard that he was for sale and wanting just such a horse  for 
his wife to drive, easily consented  as a part of  the consideration  to keep the horse and give him a good home  
as long as the horse lived, that solved the problem.  We learned later that the neighbor sold “Ted” to a horset-
rader from Nebraska, but the trader promised to “Keep the horse for as long as he lived and to give him a good 
home “  that was  a lot of comfort to us.          (continued on next page)  
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 This,of course,  had nothing to do with our first car, except it shows to what lengths a man will go 
and how gullible he is  when he wants a car; this holds  just as good in 1937 as in 1917.  I believed all that 
salesman told me.  “Three Shifts  forward and one back, Electric   Lights( which   made  a load of hay coming 
towards   us in the dark  loom up like a Chic Sales Specialty   in a fog), Self starter,(oh !that self starter , more 
about it later.) Cushion tires,  guaranteed to run  2000 miles, barring accidents and punctures,  Fully 
equipped, no more improvements will ever be made, all for the sum of    $490.00”. 

 
Now   we are getting some where, WE BOUGHT THE CAR, and , in our minds, we are going 

places,   but we lacked a lot of getting there in the record time the car salesmen told us we would; no xxx  
child  ever got more attention from a fond parent than our first car got from us ,  we had an expert mechanic  
on a retainer  to act as wet nurse for it but in spite  of all   our care  it developed a temperamental complex, 
and at times  without any apparent cause it would stop  on  the road,  and after  longer  or shorter wait it 
would be ready to go again, I feared to ask a friend to ride   in the country with me   for I never knew when  I 
might be able to   get  home again, and my own hotel bills were big enough without paying for xxx company. 

 
Among the talking points for the salesman were “Gasoline Economy”, does that sound familiar,  I 

did find   that  a”tow –line “ which was added, at very important equipment with my first car did  save me 
much   gasoline. 

There were two ways to determine whether  the gas  tank  contained enough gas to carry the car 
to the next service station  which in those days were  few and far between;  One way was to measure the 
depth of the Gasoline in the tank with a graduated stick, which was furnished with my car as standard equip-
ment, this method was very unreliable for it depended very much on how the tank was  leaning  as to what 
the stick would  show and you were never sure whether you had enough or not;  the surest way to determine 
this was to listen to your motor and if you heard the carburetor  give a cough or two and the motor stopped  
you were   then certain that the tank needed refilling. 

Fortunately for us at the time  of which I write  there was a much stronger bond of fellowship  
among car owners that at the present time  and when I found   myself out of gasoline   the usual procedure 
was  to sit  quietly  and wait until the next  automobile came for we knew that he the motorist would stop to 
inquire the cause of our distress, and I could take my can, which was also added  equipment which  we found 
necessary,  and  ride  with him to the nearest service station, get my can filled  and then wait at the side of 
the highway  for the next car going in the direction of my stalled car,  we were reasonably certain if  we hap-
pened to be on one of the main highways  to get a car going in the direction we wished to go in two or three 
hours at most.  and then I would have had   the pleasure   of meeting  two of my fellow motorists, and my 
family  waiting in the stalled car   would have had a chance to enjoy the scenery which they would probably 
have missed if  the  car had not stopped. 

As for the Self starter , it was great  when it was in working order, but  I do not remember it ever 
being in working order when the car needed starting in a muddy spot, and had I paid a dollar an hour  for 
cranking  it save me, I would not have paid as much  for cranking as  I did  to keep the Starter in repair. 
I became very much  attached to that car, for the Bible truly says,” Where a Man’s treasure is , there is his 
heart also”, and every time  I drove I had a little more treasure in that car, and  I loved it like a mother lover 
her cripples child 

When  at last after two eventful years I sold the car to the Junk man  it was practically a new 
car,  for I,myself xxxxx had paid from time to time for the replacement of parts until I had  renewed 
every part but one  front floor board and the “Whistle”, and the grief I   suffered when the   junkman 
removed it from its familiar haunts  was not caused by the departure of the car  , but rather as the 
grief stricken but penurious father, expressed a the grave side of his Sixteen year old son, when his 
friend tried to console him by saying,  “Do not grieve , the boy is now at rest.”  The father an-
swered ,”I know that, but think , what an expense he has been to me.  

I have many things to be thankful for, not the least being that my first car is gone.  “Requistat 
in pace” 
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