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 2017 OFFICERS 
President:            Charles Spooner       (505) 886-0336     e-mail:  spoonernote@gmail.com 
Past President:  Linden  Griffee             (505) 286-4148     e-mail:  griffeekats@aol.com 
Vice Presidents:  Lyle Anderson      (505) 660-2314 e-mail:  andacco@aol.com 
   Melba Anderson     (505) 892-4055 e-mail:  motormeter30@aol.com 
Secretary:  Delberta Nemitz       (505) 865-6498       e-mail:  delbertanemitz@q.com 
Treasurer:  Dan Pyzel       (505) 883-0291      e-mail:  bndpyzel@yahoo.com 
Directors:    Deane Arnold (2016-17)     (505) 455-2092  e-mail:  scubaarnolds@gmail.com 
   Charlie Valerio (2017-18)   (505) 884-5400 e-mail:  cjvalerio@aol.com 
   John Gibbs  (2017-18)     (505) 401-9459 e-mail:  mcgyver30@comcast.net 
 

2017 APPOINTED OFFICERS 
Newsletter Editors:                        Al Stanley; Richard McAvoy;  Pat James 
Car Council Rep:                           Dan Pyzel      
Advertisements:      Bill Capels        
Bookkeeping:   Cindy James          Historian:                       Melba Anderson 
Hospitality:      Juanita Rohde    Librarian:                  Melba Anderson   
State Fair Coord:     John McDowell    Tool Chest:    Charlie Valerio  
Web Master      Mike Knazovich    Raffle Coord:  Charles & Charlotte Ryff 
MAFCA Chapter Rep:                 Al Stanley     Baristas:  James & Virginia Chaves 
          & Jerry Long   

Newsletter: This Newsletter is the official publication of the Poco Quatros Chapter #10328 of the Model A Ford Club of America 
(MAFCA). Our  web site is at http://www.pocoquatros.org.  Club address is P.O. Box 21058, Albuquerque, NM 87154-1058.  This 
newsletter is published monthly. Permission is given to reprint any portion of this newsletter if acknowledgment is given. Classified ads are 
free to Club members. A business card size ad is available annually for  $40.00. 
 

Membership: Club dues are $20.00 per  year , payable by the fir st of the year . Membership in the National Club (MAFCA) is encour-
aged. Address: MAFCA, 250 South Cypress Street, La Habra, CA  90631-5586. Phone: 1-562-697-2712. Visit MAFCA online at http://
www.mafca.com. 
 

Monthly Meetings: The general membership meeting is held the third Fr iday of each month except December , at Heights Cumber land 
Presbyterian Church, 8600 Academy Rd. NE, Albuquerque at 7:00 PM. All club members are always welcome at Club Board meetings held at 
6:00 pm. 
 

Any articles or wants ads must be submitted by the 25th of each month in order  to be pr inted in the following month ’s newsletter.  
Send your request to Al Stanley at aldot29coupe@aol.com or Richard McAvoy at prplfish@aol.com.    

CLASSIFIED ADS!  
 

Poco Quatros hats and shirts are available.   
Contact Dan Pyzel at 605-883-0291. 
 

Wanted:   
1. Rear axel housing, right side,  
2. A late transmission shift tower (2 bolt emergency brake).   
    Call Rick McHale at (831) 227-3034 
 
 

For Sale:  Excellent 1930 Ford Model A coupe, completely restored, all original, rebuilt en-
gine with less than 750 miles, 2 spare tires all new, trunk, reupholstered. Asking $20,000. For 
more info call Robert Jernigan at 505-771-0402, cell 505-974-4626.  
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Poco Quatros Model A Ford Club - MAFCA Chapter # 10328  

  
 

Spoonnote:  Newsletter Vol 55.   No. 5,    

Good Meeting! "Not my Model A" by Vickie Gibbs was a good change of pace. Order your cook-
ies to help her goal of $13 k for a 29 Coupe. Hope it reminded you of a car not yours you dream 
about. The program was a pleasure: pics from  the Canyon DE Chelly tour. Good job Pat and 
Lyle! Look forward to the Mountainair Parade, July 1 and the Corrales 4th Parade. This is a hot 
busy time for summer.  Maintain your A and drive with fun. Happy Trails. C Spooner.  
_____________________________________________________________________________  

POCO  QUATROS - GENERAL MEETING,  Friday, June 16, 2017 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by our President, Charlie Spooner.   
There were 39 members present and two guests.   
We also have two new members:  John & Judy Shaffer and Peter Hobart, welcome. 
The financial statement was reviewed.   
June birthdays and anniversaries were recognized.   
The minutes of the meeting were approved.  
July and succeeding months' upcoming events were reviewed.   
The old car council is holding an all clubs picnic at Oak Flats on August 13. 
This is “My Car” feature at each meeting tonight highlighted Vicki Gibbs describing a car she had 
seen at Bert’s.  She really liked this car but, “it ain’t hers yet”! 
The program tonight was a review of the tour to Canyon deChelly by Lyle Anderson . 
Our 50/50 raffle was $32.  The man’s winner was John McDowell and the woman's winner was Jo 
Fitzpatrick. 

Charlie Spooner adjourned the meeting at 8:26pm, Linden Griffee seconded 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

POCO  QUATROS - BOARD MEETING,  Friday, May 19, 2017.  June 16, 2017  
 

The Board Meeting was called to order by our President, Charlie Spooner, at 6:02 pm.   
Present were:  Charlie Spooner, Melba Anderson, John Gibbs, Al Stanley Charlie Valerio, Linden 
Griffee, Dan Pyzel, Lyle Anderson and Delberta Nemitz. 
Absent was:  Dean Arnold.  Guests:  T. J. Anderson  
The minutes were approved from the May meeting by Dan Pyzel and seconded by Charlie Va-
lerio. 
Treasurer’s report was reviewed and approved by Linden Griffee, Charlie Valerio seconded the 
motion.   
Car Council Report—There will be an all clubs picnic on August 13.  Location to be announced 
later.   
Memorial bricks have been ordered in Art Leupold’s and Henry Avery’s memory.   
The pig roster has finally been sold for $350.  The monies haven’t been collect yet, but are ex-
pected soon.     
Charlie Spooner adjourned the meeting at 6:39 pm.  
Submitted by Delberta Nemitz 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Model A in a “Demolition Derby” 

I noted in a recent “Hemming's Motor News” an interesting story:   

At start of a regular race at the Freeport Raceway, Long Island, NY, a demolition derby began to 
line-up about 15 “Simonized wrecks” for the derby when a Model A Ford came in.  The fans were 
horrified and began to boo!  After awhile, the management caved and escorted the Model A out of 
the event.  Whoever said beer-swelling roughnecks have no heart?  ALS  



 Upcoming Events 
Month Date Day Event Time Location 

July 1 
4 
21 
21 

Sat 
Tue 
Fri 
Fri 

Parade in Mountainair 
Parade  -  Corrales 
Board Mtg 
General Mtg 

7:45 am 
9:00 am 
6:00 pm 
7:00 pm 

Meet @ Smiths (Tram & Central) 
Corrales, meet at school North of town. 
HCPC 8600 Academy NE, Abq 
HCPC 8600 Academy NE, Abq  

Aug 5 
 

18 
18 
19 

Sat 
 
Fri 
Fri 
Sat 

Breakfast  
 
Board Mtg 
General Mtg 
Car Show 

8:00am 
 
6:00 pm 
7:00 pm 
9:00 am 

San Felipe Casino (Meet at the   
McDonalds in Bernalillo) 
HCPC 8600 Academy NE, Abq 
HCPC 8600 Academy NE, Abq  
Rich Ford, Edgewood 

Sept 2 
10 
15 
15 

Sat 
Sun 
Fri 
Fri 

Breakfast  
State Fair 
Board Mtg 
General Mtg 

8:00am 
8:00 am 
6:00 pm 
7:00 pm 

Grace Park; Manzano Mountains 
State Fair, enter gate 3 
HCPC 8600 Academy NE, Abq 
HCPC 8600 Academy NE, Abq  

  Happy Anniversary!  

 

  7/1    Sonny & Ella Leeper 
  7/9    Bill & Jan Massie 
  7/19  Pat & Cindy James 
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Meeting Refreshments: 
 

July meeting snacks are 
provided by Sallie & Lyle  
Anderson, Diana Chance and  
Danisha Peterson. 
 
  

Thanks to Lea & Jerry Long 
and Charlotte & Chuck Ryff 
for the June meeting snacks. 
 

      

  7/6    Karl Quick 
  7/8  Marge Thompson 
  7/11  Don Sattler 
  7/13 Bobby Hamilton 
  7/13  Susan Spear 
  7/15 Gerald Cessac 
  7/19 Lyle Anderson 
  7/20  Rick McHale 
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NOTES - EVENTS 
 
 

July 1       Drive to Mountainair for a July 4 Parade.  Meet @ Smiths (Tram & Central) at 7:45 am,    
       leave 8:00 am sharp.  Lunch in Mountainair. 
 

July 4      Parade in Corrales, NM.  Meet at the grade school on the North side of Corrales at  
      9:00 am. Bring a covered dish and join the Bar-B-Que at Azevedo’s home after the  
      parade. 
 

Aug 5       Breakfast at the San Felipe Casino. Off Rt 25 North of Abq.  Meet 8:00 am at the    
      McDonalds on Rt 550 East of Bernalillo, just West of I-25.  Leave at 8:15 to drive  
      as a group to the Casino. 
 

Aug 19     Car show at Rich Ford in Edgewood.  Meet @ Smiths (Tram & Central) at 8:00am to 
      drive to Edgewood.   
 

Sept 2      Breakfast in the Mountains (Grace Park).  Meet @ Smiths (Tram & Central) at 8:00 am,          
       Drive as a group to the Mountains. 
 

Sept 10    State Fair.  Enter gate 3 off San Pedro, as you go North.  Drive East then North to the 
       parking area.  Estimated time 7:00 am, 
 
\ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

                                    ON THE ROAD AGAIN 
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MODEL “A” FORD CARBURETOR ADJUSTMENT 
By Russell E. Baetke 

Seattle, Washington You say you don’t look under the hood, you don’t know what a carburetor 
looks like, you don’t even want to get your hands dirty and never did. You may not have thought of 
it this way, but if you have ever started the engine and driven a Model “A,” you have done a carbu-
retor adjustment. You hire a mechanic (or your buddy) to adjust the carburetor but you still do more 
important carburetor adjustments than the mechanic under the hood will or can. A carburetor like 
Zenith and others of the Model “A” era were not automated to compensate for all the driving condi-
tions like our modern types. You as the operator must provide, as best you can, the adjustments 
necessary to help the carburetor meet the need of various driving conditions. All the mechanic un-
der the hood can do is set the idle. That is done once, but you, the operator, adjust the carburetor 
with the Gas Adjusting Valve (GAV) on a continuing basis as you drive.  Well, you should! I know 
there are many out there who set once and forget it. The car runs fine, who bother? So they think. 
Don’t want to bother? Okay. You don’t expect much and you don’t get much. Don’t blame the car.  
 
Rotating the GAV is key to getting the most out of your car. It is as simple as reaching over with 
your right hand to the knob on the dash. Rotate it counter-clockwise to enrich the fuel mixture. Ro-
tate it clockwise to lean the fuel mixture. When do I turn it? Which way” When you start a cold en-
gine, rotate the GAV counter-clockwise until it keeps running without the choke and the hand throt-
tle. As you drive, and the engine warms, turn the GAV clockwise to lean the mixture. For low speed 
stop and go driving, experiment with the setting to find a good peppy pick up performance. Count 
the turns open and file for your driving reference. This may or may not agree with the old Ford driv-
ing manuals. Doesn’t matter. This setting and others may not seem critical to you in the beginning. 
As you gain experience the differences will become more and more apparent. Soon you will natu-
rally reach over and adjust the GAV as naturally as you shift gears. 
 
If you enjoy touring you will want to find your cruise lean setting. Then again, why bother with get-
ting good gas mileage, the trips are short, gas is still cheap and it’s easier to discuss your poor gas 
mileage with tour buddies (misery loves company). If you are thrifty and curious try this. Pick your 
cruise speed and turn the GAV clockwise. You should find a point where you feel a power drip. Ex-
periment around this setting for maximum fuel economy. At this setting there is less power for ac-
celeration and hill climbing. Reach over to open the GAV (counter-clockwise) for more power. What 
is happening here is that for “low speed stop and go” and “high speed power” the engine needs a 
rich fuel mixture, but for better fuel economy at cruise the engine should be set lean. Trouble is the 
carburetor isn’t smart enough to figure out when to be what. It needs you to tell it with the GAV!  
 
By now you should be fairly impressed with what engineers have accomplished with modern carbu-
retors. Modern carburetors do it all for you! So you have a nice cruise lean setting and have to stop. 
One of two things might happen. The light turns green and your car just barely pulls away from the 
light when you try to go. That’s GAV to your low speed power setting. Get back to speed and close 
it for cruise. Gee, is that a lot of trouble? Now you are learning to appreciate the improvements in 
technology. Remember that that was the best in those days. You are driving history. Love it for 
what it teaches.  
 
The second thing that can happen is the engine stalls when you stop. That is a common problem 
caused by a faulty idle setting. Contrary to popular opinion and conventional wisdom, the idle speed 
is set too fast. Repeat, too fast. Reduce the idle speed and reset the idle air needle. You can test 
this. When idling, the GAV should have no effect on engine speed as you rotate it to extremes in 
either direction.  
If these techniques don’t work as described, it is time to go into the inner sanctum of the carburetor. 
It’s time to get your hands dirty. There are a lot of ill fitted carburetors out there.  
From the book "Technically Speaking Vol 8” a MARC Publication  
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Power Ford Model A Show Poco Quatros Model A Lineup 

Poco Quatros - Front sides 

PQ SUNSHINE CORNER   

(Mostly Gossip) 
 

Mr. Dyer said his “A” went down-
hill pretty fast on Paseo Del Norte.  Now, many of us are going “downhill” but in his case, his car lost 
coolant and the engine quit.  Subsequent checking showed that he needed a head gasket, new stud for 
the engine head and points for the distributor.  J. Gibbs helped figure out the problems.  Tom Miles has 
acquired a ‘31 US Mail Model A truck and has done some restoration already.  It would be nice to see it at 
the State Fair in September.  V. Padilla had a good training session at his house with Art Brito Jr.  They 
worked on the Brito Model A.  J. Long discovered that going around corners with a flat tire on his “A” gives 
the driver a squirrelly feeling.  Also, changing the tire on a Model A rim can work up a sweat for the owner.  
With the hot weather, it seems like most folks have not driven their “A”s very much.  Late word:  
For plumbing, check with Dick N.  He has learned how to “fish out” a dropped piece of pipe and 
how to repair a wall in the process.  Be careful, I’m watching you!  The Sleuth 

Poco Quatros - Backsides 

I  was happy for two of my 
grandsons to help me on a 
Model A engine when they 
were here a few weeks ago. 
 
Hopefully, they (along with 
another grandson)  will do it 
again.   ALS 
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