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PS:  Did you know that 

DUES are DUE?   
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 2018 OFFICERS 
President:            Charles Spooner         (505) 886-0336   e-mail:  spoonernote@gmail.com 
Vice Presidents:  Larry Dyer        (505) 821-5324 e-mail:  larrybarb21@gmail.com 
   John Gibbs       (505) 401-9459 e-mail:  mcgyver30@comcast.net 
Secretary:  Cindy James        (505) 331-1464  e-mail:  tpjcaj@hotmail.com 
Treasurer:  Vicky Gibbs         (505) 401-9459 e-mail:  mcgyver30@comcast.net 
Directors:    JoAnn Fitzpatrick (2018-19)  (505) 856-1104  e-mail:  prplfish@aol.com 
   Charlie Valerio (2017-18)     (505) 884-5400 e-mail:  cjvalerio43@gmail.com 
   Lyle Anderson (2018)       (505) 898-7992 e-mail:  andacco@aol.com 
 

2018 APPOINTED SUPPORT TEAM 
Newsletter Editors:                        Al Stanley; Richard McAvoy;  Pat James 
Car Council Rep:                           Dan Pyzel      
Advertisements:      Bill Capels        
Historian:                         Melba Anderson 
Hospitality:      Juanita Rohde    Librarian:                  Melba Anderson   
State Fair Coord:     John McDowell    Tool Chest:    Charlie Valerio  
Web Master      Pat James    Raffle Coord:  Charles & Charlotte Ryff 
MAFCA Chapter Rep:                  Al Stanley     Baristas:  James & Virginia Chaves 
          & Jerry Long   

 

Newsletter: This Newsletter is the official publication of the Poco Quatros Chapter #10328 of the Model A Ford Club of America 
(MAFCA). Our  web site is at http://www.pocoquatros.org.  Club address is P.O. Box 21058, Albuquerque, NM 87154-1058.  This 
newsletter is published monthly. Permission is given to reprint any portion of this newsletter if acknowledgment is given. Classified ads are 
free to Club members. A business card size ad is available annually for  $40.00. 
 

Membership: Club dues are $20.00 per  year , payable by the fir st of the year . Membership in the National Club (MAFCA) is encour-
aged. Address: MAFCA, 250 South Cypress Street, La Habra, CA  90631-5586. Phone: 1-562-697-2712. Visit MAFCA online at http://
www.mafca.com. 
 

Monthly Meetings: The general membership meeting is held the third Fr iday of each month except December , at Heights Cumber land 
Presbyterian Church, 8600 Academy Rd. NE, Albuquerque at 7:00 PM. All club members are always welcome at Club Board meetings held at 
6:00 pm. 
 

Any articles or wants ads must be submitted by the 25th of each month in order  to be pr inted in the following month ’s newsletter.  
Send your request to Al Stanley at aldot29coupe@aol.com or Richard McAvoy at prplfish@aol.com.    
 

 

CLASSIFIED ADS!  
 

Poco Quatros hats and shirts are available.  Contact Dan Pyzel at 605-883-0291. 
 

If you want to sell or give away anything Model A related, Put it in this Newsletter! 
Just let me know.  Al Stanley  505-296-4333 or aldot29coupe@aol.com 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Luxury of Car Ownership 

For those of you who have never had the pleasure of owning a British car, but want to know what it’s like: 
Next big rainstorm, wait till dark, roll down all windows, leave off lights, heater and wipers and go for a 
drive.   Stop at every intersection and throw out a twenty dollar bill. It’s not exactly the same, but it’s real 
close! 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ethanol free gasoline: 

It’s well known that the alcohol mix in gasoline aids in vapor-lock of the carburetor but also allows the gas 
to deteriorate more quickly.  There are gas stations that still provide gasoline without the alcohol additive.   

They are over most of the nation.  To find a station, check out this website of stations selling ethanol free 
fuel.  The Pure Gas (http://pure-gas.org) web site is a database of over 9000 gas stations in the USA 
and Canada. It can be accessed on your computer, or better yet, on your smart phone. They have apps 
for Apple and Android. The phone apps use your current location to show the nearby sources on a map 
and can also provide driving directions. The web site also provides a POI (Point of interest) file that can 
be loaded onto your GPS. 
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Poco Quatros Model A Ford Club - MAFCA Chapter # 10328  

 
 
It’s been a complete year (2017)!   We finished it off with a delightful banquet! Thanks to Linden 
and friends for doing the hard work for the event. Thanks to the going out officers: Dean Arnold, 
Dan Pyzel, Delberta Nemitz, Melba Anderson and Lyle Anderson; you did a super job. Thanks for 
all the behind the scene elves. Everyone's work is much appreciated. Dan reports a good silent 
action, near $640. I look forward. Happy trails!   C Spooner. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

Quatros Model A Ford Club Installation Banquet 
December 9, 2017 

 

Our annual Installation Banquet was held at the MCM Elegante on Menual Blvd. 

In attendance were 64 members and 2 guests  

As our outgoing President, Charlie Spooner was presented with a very nice plaque commemorat-
ing his presidency.   

A silent auction was held with approximately 50 items being offered.  Every item was bought.  
What fun and an infusion of $629 to our treasury.   

After lunch, we had an awards ceremony.  The awards given out were for participation in the 
events of 2017 and total mileage driven in our Model A.  Twenty-four members were awarded 
mileage certificates and 25 members were awarded participation certificates.   

Pat James showed us a video complete with music of 2017 in review.  It was great to relive our 
activities.  We are a very active club.   

Door prizes, this year, will be given out at the January 2018 meeting 

The table centerpieces were created by Cindy James and Jo Fitzpatrick.  They were a floral ar-
rangement with a holiday theme.  These centerpieces were won by whomever had a white sticker 
with a red check mark underneath their chairs.     

Submitted by Delberta Nemitz 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
This vehicle was seen recently with an  

official officer aboard.  Wonder who  

it was??? 

This vehicle was seen recently at a car  

dealership.   

Wonder who the owner is??? 
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 Upcoming Events 
Month Date Day Event Time Location 

Jan, 
2018 

6 
12 
19 

Sat 
Fri 
Fri 

Breakfast  
Joint Board Mtg; Underwear 
General Mtg 

8:00 am 
10:00 am 
7:00 pm 

Furrs, 6111 San Mateo Blvd NE, Abq 
Copper Canyon, VA Hospital 
HCPC 8600 Academy NE, Abq  

Feb 3 
16 
16 

Sat 
Fri 
Fri 

Breakfast  
Board Mtg 
General Mtg 

7:30am 
6:00 pm 
7:00 pm 

TBD  
HCPC 8600 Academy NE, Abq 
HCPC 8600 Academy NE, Abq  

Mar 3 
16 
16 

Sat 
Fri 
Fri 

Breakfast  
Board Mtg 
General Mtg 

7:30am 
6:00 pm 
7:00 pm 

TBD  
HCPC 8600 Academy NE, Abq 
HCPC 8600 Academy NE, Abq  

  Happy Anniversary!  

 
 1/6      Tom & Cathy Miles 
 1/17    Deane & Selma  
 Arnold 
 

1/2018 4 

  1/2  John Leydon 
  1/4 Jim Simmons 
  1/7 Jerry Harrison 
  1/8 Jan Massey 
  1/9 Pat James 
  1/13   Gene Johnson 
  1/14 Evonna Joiner 
  1/20 Annie McHale 
  1/28 John Douglass 
 
November birthdays that got 
cut off by my poor formatting 
were: 
   
  12/31 Larry Dyer 
  12/31 Lou Fuchs 
  
 

 

TOUR—2018 MARC National Meet  -  June 23—July 3,   
 

Plans are underway to travel to Branson Missouri for the 2018 MARC  
National meet.  

 

We will leave Albuquerque on Saturday morning, June 23.  
Branson is approximately 900 miles from Albuquerque so our daily drive goal 
will be approximately 300 miles a day. The host hotel has sold out of rooms so 
we have elected to stay at the Econo Lodge in Branson which is one block away 
from the host hotel.  

 

 The Econo lodge is located at 230 S. Wildwood drive, Branson  
Missouri 65616. Phone: 417-336-4849.  

 

In looking at the preliminary meet plans, the first activity is the welcome party on 
Monday evening June 25.  

 

We would plan to depart Branson on Sunday, July 1.  
 

Please book your hotel reservations directly with the hotel. They have  
provided us with a nightly rate of $60.00 plus tax.  

 

We will have two nights on the road to get to Branson and two nights for our re-
turn trip. That hotel information will be provided once we have finalized our  

travel plans.  
 

We plan to have more details about the Branson trip at the January meeting. 
This looks like it is going to be a popular event so you need to book your 

hotel ASAP if you have any interest in going.  
Pat and Cindy James  

PQ SUNSHINE CORNER  (Mostly Gossip) 
 

Well decorated Model As by the Chaves’, Padilla’s, and new members Ponce’s were popular hits in the 

ABQ  Twinkle light parade.  The Madrid Christmas parade was beautiful but “quaint” in the eyes of CBS who 

was there to photograph the event. Thanks to all you folks!  

John McD is reported to be putting some finishing touches on his Cabriolet.  No doubt that there is more work 
to finish his Model A restoration.  
Charlie V has a wide set of choices on which Model A to do work.  He has enough to keep him busy for most of 
the winter.  Several other Club folks have work that needs to be done on their “A” but are sitting by the fireplace 
instead.  Jim B purchased another Model A engine to put on display in his shop.  He’s not telling what his plans 
are.      Jim is putting in a new Mitchell transmission in his fordor!  He’ll be smiling soon. 
 

Remember, I’m watching you!   The Sleuth 

PS:  Did you know that DUES are DUE?   
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NOTES - EVENTS 
 
 

Sat  Jan 6          8:00 am. Jan 6  Breakfast at Furrs, 6111 San Mateo Blvd NE, Abq 

Fri   Jan 12      10:00 am.  Jan12 Joint Board Mtg with delivery of the Club donated underwear to the  
                     VA  Hospital (meet at Copper Canyon on Gibson at 10:00 am for delivery to the 
          VA  then return for lunch and Board meeting of the 2017 and 2018 Club Board  
             members (and others interested). 
Fri  Jan 19         7:00 pm   General Club Mtg @  Heights Presbyterian Church, (HCPC) 8600 Academy NE, 
          Abq 
Sat June 23    Leave time TBD  Tour to Branson Missouri for the MARC National Meet; return July 3. 

                                    ON THE ROAD AGAIN 
  
  
  

To All Members: 

 

We’ve had a few member’s stories in the past, but this year I want to print more of them for all of us to en-
joy.  Please write-up one or more of your Model A stories from growing up, Model A purchases, trips, prob-
lems & solutions, etc., and send them to me.  I will help with the writing if you want or think you might need 
it.  We all have fond memories of our Model As and things that we have experienced.  Others in the Club 
would enjoy reading about what you did or should have done.  An old photo (before & after or other) would 
be a great addition to the article.  Get them to me (draft, photo, etc.) and I’ll work with you to get them into 
the Newsletter.  Thanks!  Al Stanley  (aldot29coupe@aol.com) (505-296-4333) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

More Member Stuff 

 

If you have a topic you would like presented at a meeting (or help present), or a topic you would like to 
have covered in a seminar or workshop, please contact one of the following so appropriate planning, prep-
aration and  scheduling can be done.   
     The VP contacts are: 
 
 John Gibbs, (505) 401-9459  or:   Larry Dyer, (505)8221-5324 
 mcgyver30@comcast.net         larrybarb21@gmail.com 

 

CAM ADJUST TOOL 
 

Although I have a “cam wrench” to use when I adjust the distributor timing, I find that I take the rotor off 
and on several times in the process of loosening and tightening the cam bolt.  I made an alternate tool out 
of an old distributor rotor that holds the cam to loosen and tighten the bolt that allows positioning of the 
cam. 
 
To make the tool, break off the spring steel that contacts the distributor cap, then drill a hole through the 
center of the rotor being careful to not remove the internal tab that engages the groove at the top of the 
cam.  Now a screwdriver can be inserted through the hole in the rotor to tighten the cam bolt while holding 
the cam from rotating out of position.  A photo of my distributor tool (modified rotor) is shown below.  ALS 

PS:  Did you know that DUES are 
DUE?   
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10 Commandments For The Car Collector  

1. Thou shalt not store thy cars out of doors, except for thy wife’s modern iron.  

2. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s car, nor his garage, nor his battery charger.  

3. Thou shalt not love thy cars more than thy wife and children, as much, but not more.  

4. Thou shalt not read thy Hemming’s on company time, lest thy be impossible to continue thy car payments.  

5. Thou shalt not despise thy neighbors Model A Fordor nor his Tudor nor his 1928 Coupe.  

6. Thou shalt not allow thy daughters nor thy sons to get married during the holy days of a swap meet.  

7. Thou shalt not deceive thy wife into thinking that thee is taking her for a romantic Sunday drive when, indeed,  

     thou are going out to look at another Model A.  

8. Thou shalt not tell thy spouse the entire cost of thy latest restoration, at least not all at the same time.  

9. Thou shalt not promise thy wife a new addition to the house and then use it to store cars;  

     thou shalt not store Model A car parts in the attic.  

10. Thou shalt not buy thy wife a floor jack for Christmas. (Some of these are too close to home! - Editor) 

 

 

Tiny Tip - Keeping Moisture Out of the Distributor  
Copied from www.mafca.com  

 

Have you ever driven your Model A in the rain, and have it “act up?” This is exactly what happened to me while 

on tour with the Western Carolina’s Model A Club. First the car began to periodically “skip.” Then it began to 

really run rough, until it just died! The cause - moisture in the distributor. Well, this is a common problem in cars 

without electronic ignitions. Usually, the humidity level in the atmosphere is something the hot engine “burns” 

off before coming in contact with our distributors. But, when it rains, there is just too much moisture in the at-

mosphere and the inside of the distributor cap will begin to “sweat.” This in turn causes moisture droplets to fall 

onto the points, thus interrupting the flow of electricity between the ignition coil and the spark plugs. Generally, 

if you can get the distributor dry, you can go on your merry way. But how to solve the problem before it hap-

pens is the real question. Nobody wants to try to stand in a downpour over a hot engine and try to dry out their 

distributor! 

WD-40 is the answer! It was developed in 1953 by Norm Larson, founder of the Rocket Chemical Company, in 

San Diego, CA. WD-40, from the abbreviation "Water Displacement, 40th formula," was originally designed to 

repel water and prevent corrosion. Another little “tool” to keep in your arsenal! If every 3-4 months you will open 

up your distributor and spray the underside of the cap and down into the distributor and the tops of the spark 

plugs and the plug “wires,” a rain shower will never leave you sitting by the side of the road waiting on AAA! 

~Happy Begg, Palmetto A's of South Carolina 

PS:  Did you know that DUES are DUE?   
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The Ammeter by Tom Endy  
 

The Model A ammeter is a fairly simple device, but it can tell you a lot if you pay attention to it. It is a 
center off type meter. The needle sits on zero in the center when no current is being drawn. When 
current is being drawn from the battery the needle points to the negative side. The reading depends 
on how much current is being drawn. When the generator (or alternator) is sending current to the bat-
tery to charge it, the needle points to the positive side. The reading depends on how much current is 
being passed to the battery.  

Original ammeters have "bounce" to them. This is because they are un-damped. In this manner they 
quickly read any variations in current flow. Many reproduction ammeters are not made very well and 
are damped and move very sluggishly. If the ignition circuit receives its power through the ammeter it 
provides a diagnostic tool. When starting the car the ammeter will bounce back and forth on either 
side of the zero mark before it starts. This is caused by the points opening and closing. If the car fails 
to start the bouncing ammeter needle is telling you that there is nothing wrong with the ignition prima-
ry circuit and the problem is somewhere else. If the needle is not bouncing, the problem is likely in the 
ignition primary circuit.  

The original Model A generator is usually adjusted for a fixed 8-amp output. It will produce 8-amps re-
gardless of the electrical load requirement or the status of the battery. When driving at night the gen-
erator cannot provide all the current demand from the headlights. The battery is then required to sup-
ply the balance and the ammeter will show a discharge. Over a long period of nighttime driving the 
battery will become discharged. When diving on a long trip during the day the continuous 8-amps may 
over charge the battery and boil the water out of it. Either case is not healthy for the battery. Years 
ago it was quite common to see cars such as the Model A on a long stretch of open highway with their 
headlights on during the day to protect the battery by absorbing the excessive output current from the 
generator.  

When a Model A is equipped with an alternator (either 6-volt or 12-volt) the ammeter becomes even 
more of a diagnostic tool and the battery remains fully charged most of the time. The alternator has an 
internal regulator circuit that constantly looks at the status of the battery. If the battery needs charging 
the alternator sends the appropriate amount of current to it to bring it back up to full charge. This will 
occur right after start up when the starter has drawn a significant amount of current out of the battery. 
The ammeter will then show a high charging rate going to the battery. A few miles down the road and 
the ammeter will move toward zero indicating the battery is almost fully charged. On a long trip the 
ammeter should be sitting at zero indicating the battery is fully charged and no current is going to it. 
When the headlights are turned on the alternator immediately picks up the load and the ammeter re-
mains at zero indicating that no current is being drawn from the battery to power the headlights. On a 
relatively long drive if the ammeter does not return to zero it is telling you that there is a defective cell 
in the battery that is preventing it from becoming fully charged.  

Dues Notice: 
 

The Poco Quatros membership roster is compiled in February and printed by March of each year.  
The business year for the Poco Quatros Model A Ford Club runs from January through December.  
Dues are collected in December into early February.   
If you wish your name to be included in the PQ Club roster, please submit your dues ($20/year) to 
the treasurer (Vicky Gibbs) at the upcoming meeting or mail a check to the PQ Club Post Office 
address which is: 
 

                                
 

         Poco Quatros  
                           P.O. Box 21058 
                           Albuquerque, NM 87154-1058 
  

                                                                                                   Thanks for taking care of this! 
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Did you Know These  Facts(?) From the TV Show Jeopardy?  

 

1. A rat can last longer without water than a camel.  

2. Your stomach has to produce a new layer of mucus every two weeks or it will digest itself.  

3. The dot over the letter "i" is called a tittle.  

4. A raisin dropped in a glass of fresh champagne will bounce up and down continuously from the bottom of the 
 glass to the top.  

5. A female ferret will die if it goes into heat and cannot find a mate.  

6. A duck's quack doesn't echo. No one knows why.  

7. A 2" X 4" Stud is really 1-1/2" by 3-1/2".  

8. During the chariot scene in 'Ben Hur,' a small red car can be seen in the distance (and Heston's wearing a 
 watch).  

9. On average, 12 newborns will be given to the wrong parents daily!     (That explains a few mysteries... .)  

10. Donald Duck comics were banned from Finland because he doesn't wear pants.  

11. Because metal was scarce, the Oscars given out during World War II were made of wood.  

12. The number of possible ways of playing the first four moves per side in a game of chess is 318,979,564,000.  

13. There are no words in the dictionary that rhyme with orange, purple and silver.  

14. The name 'Wendy' was made up for the book Peter Pan. There was never a recorded 'Wendy' before.  

15. The very first bomb dropped by the Allies on Berlin in World War II killed the only elephant in the Berlin Zoo.  

16. If one places a tiny amount of liquor on a scorpion, it will instantly go mad and sting itself to death. (Who was 
 the sadist who discovered this??)  

17. Bruce Lee was so fast that they actually had to s-l-o-w film down so you could see his moves. That's the         
 opposite of the norm.  

18. The first CD pressed in the US was Bruce Springsteen' s 'Born in the USA.'  

19. The original name for butterfly was flutterby. (and that is a more accurate description)  

20. The phrase "rule of  thumb" is derived from an old English law which stated that you couldn't beat your 
 wife with anything wider than your thumb.  

21. The first product Motorola started to develop was a record player for automobiles. At that time, the most 
 known player on the market was Victrola, so they called themselves Motorola.  

22. Roses may be red, but violets are indeed violet.  

23. By raising your legs slowly and lying on your back, you cannot sink into quicksand.  

24. Celery has negative calories. It takes more calories to eat a piece of celery than the celery has in it to begin 
 with.  

25. Charlie Chaplin once won third prize in a Charlie Chaplin look-alike contest. (???)  

26. Chewing gum while peeling onions will keep you from crying.  

27. Sherlock Holmes NEVER said, "Elementary, my dear Watson."  

28. An old law in Bellingham, Washington, made it illegal for a woman to take more than three steps backwards 
 while dancing!  

29. The glue on Israeli postage is certified kosher. 

 30. The Guinness Book of Records holds the record for being the book most often stolen from public libraries.  

31. Astronauts are not allowed to eat beans before they go into space because passing wind in a spacesuit 
 damages them.  

32. Bats always turn left when exiting a cave! 

PS:  Did you know that DUES are DUE?   
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